OBJECTIVE – developing questioning skills in the present simple.

Source - http://www.atlapedia.com/online/country_index.htm
OFFICIAL NAME: United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 

CAPITAL: London 

SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT: Constitutional Monarchy 

AREA: 244,103 Sq Km (94,249 Sq Mi) 

ESTIMATED 2000 POPULATION: 58,991,500
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LOCATION & GEOGRAPHY: United Kingdom is located off the northwestern coast of Europe between the Atlantic Ocean and the North Sea. It is separated from the continent by the Strait of Dover and the English Channel, and from the Irish Republic by the Irish Sea and the St. Georges Channel. The United Kingdom is comprised of four constituents, England, Wales and Scotland which alone form Great Britain and combined with Northern Ireland and several island groups, form the United Kingdom. Most of England consists of low plains and downs with the major hill regions situated to the north, west and southeast where elevations do not rise above 305 metres (1,000 feet) at any point. Scafell Pike, England's highest point is located in the northwest with an elevation of 978 metres (3,210 feet). Its principal rivers are the Severn, Thames, Humber, Tees, Tyne, Tweed, Avon, Exe and Mersey. Wales' highest point, Mount Snowdon at 1,085 metres (3,560 feet). Lake Neagh lies in a central depression of Northern Ireland and is the Kingdom's largest lake. Major Cities (pop. est.); Greater London 6,933,000, Birmingham 1,012,000, Leeds 725,000, Glasgow 682,000, Sheffield 532,000, Bradford 488,000, Liverpool 477,000, Edinburgh 442,000, Manchester 433,000, Bristol 398,000 (1993). 


CLIMATE: The United Kingdom has a mild and temperate climate. Rainfall is fairly evenly distributed throughout the year with March to June the driest period and September to January the wettest. 


DEMOGRAPHIC/VITAL STATISTICS: Density; 238 persons per sq km (612 persons per sq ml) (1993). Life Expectancy at Birth; 72.2 years male, 77.9 years female (1988).


RELIGIONS: Mostly Christians with 59% of the population Protestant while 9% are Roman Catholic. Other religious minorities include Muslims which account for 3% of the population and there are also Jewish, Hindu and Sikh minorities.


LANGUAGES: The official language is English, although Welsh and Gaelic are spoken by minorities in Wales and the Scottish Highlands respectively.


COMMUNICATIONS: Daily Newspapers; total of 101 with a total circulation of 22,100,000 (1992). Radio; receivers 70,000,000 (1993). Television; licenses 20,413,000 (1994). Telephones; units 28,680,900 (1994).


MILITARY: 236,900 (1995) total active duty personnel with 49.0% army, 21.3% navy and 29.7% air force while military expenditure accounts for 3.6% (1993) of the Gross National Product (GNP).


